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Celebrate Independence Day With Full Day of Free Activities!

No need to sweat high gas prices or holiday traffic hassles for your Fourth of July celebrations this year.   You can stay 
right here in Wentzville and enjoy a full day of fun, family-friendly activities for FREE! The fun starts in the morning with 
the annual Independence Day parade, and continues all day, ending with an explosive grand finale fireworks display that 
night. Check out the Independence Day activities listed below, then on July 4, be sure to join in with all the fun the City 
has planned. 

Parade
Kick off the day with Wentzville’s annual Independence Day parade at 10:00 a.m. The parade route will be along Pearce 

Boulevard, between Campus Drive on the west and Luetkenhaus Boulevard on the east. This year’s parade theme, 
“Hometown Heroes,” will honor Wentzville’s past and present heroes and the sacrifices they made for all of us. Long-
time resident Barb Sheets will serve as this year’s Grand Marshal of the parade. Sheets is very community-oriented and 
has been involved with numerous local organizations and community efforts.

Swimming Pool Free and Open to Public
After the parade, grab your beach towel, sunglasses, and plenty of sunscreen, then head for the Progress Park swim-

ming pool. In honor of our nation’s birthday, the City of Wentzville will host a free swim time on July 4, from noon until 
7:00 p.m. The concession stand will be open that day, so be sure to bring money for snacks. Free lockers will be available 
to lock up your belongings, but you need to bring your own lock to secure them. Also, all locks must be removed by the 
time the pool closes at 7:00 p.m.

Free Concert and Activities
A whole afternoon and evening of fun and entertainment is planned at Progress Park that day. From 5:00-8:45 p.m. kids 

can enjoy inflatable rides; and from 6:00-9:00 p.m. you can sit back and enjoy a live concert by the United States Air Force 
Band of Mid-America-Hot Brass. Don’t forget to bring lawn chairs or blankets to sit on so you can relax as you listen to 
this great concert.

You can bring your own food, but if you’d like to avoid the hassle of preparing, packing, and hauling food to the park, 
you might want to consider visiting the Progress Park snack bar. Concessions will be available for purchase at reason-
able prices. If you choose to bring your own food, please use the trash containers for all your litter, and remember not to 
bring any glass containers into the park. 

Fireworks Display
Starting at approximately 9:05 p.m., the City will kick off its annual fireworks display at Progress Park. You can sit in your 

lawn chair or spread a blanket on the ground, then lay back and enjoy this spectacular show. 

This year’s Independence Day celebration promises to be a great day full of fun from beginning to end. And best of all, 
it’s FREE!

Park Location and Information
To get to Progress Park, take I-70 to Exit 208. Turn north onto Wentzville Parkway and continue past SSM St. Joseph 

Health Center. Then go approximately one mile before making a right onto Meyer Road. Progress Park sits on the left at 
968 Meyer Road.

For questions or more information about Wentzville’s Independence Day celebration, you can call the Parks and 
Recreation office at (636) 332-9236. 

Remember, All Fireworks Are Prohibited 
Within Wentzville City Limits

Fireworks are fun, but they are also explosives and therefore dangerous. This is especially true when they are in the 
hands of teens and children. Every year thousands of people are treated for fireworks-related injuries, and more than half 
of them are teens and children. 

To protect residents from the injuries and property damage fireworks can cause, Wentzville’s City ordinance prohibits 
both the use and possession of any type of fireworks within City limits. This ordinance applies to all types of fireworks, 
including sparklers, firecrackers, rockets, and even the small snaps that are thrown against a hard surface but not lit. 

There are many pockets in and around Wentzville, however, that are not within City limits, and therefore are governed 
by St. Charles County. Residents sometimes get confused because they see fireworks used and even sold in areas they 
assume are in the City. Even if neighbors one street over are setting off fireworks and the police aren’t stopping them, 
residents need to understand that police will enforce the ordinance prohibiting fireworks within the City limits. 

Wentzville will host a spectacular July Fourth fireworks display at Progress Park this year, so stay safe over the 
Independence Day holiday and leave handling fireworks to professionals. You’ll see a far better show than you could 
afford at home, and no one in your family will become an annual statistic on fireworks injuries.

See page 8 for Independence Day  schedule of events.
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Like many communities, the railroad plays a large part in Wentzville’s history. To 
celebrate its connection to railroads, Wentzville annually hosts Wabash Days—a 
three-day, family-oriented street festival. 

This year Wabash Days will be held August 23-August 25, in the City’s historic 
downtown area, along Allen Street and Main Street—appropriately paralleling the 
train tracks. Festivities will run 5:00-11:00 p.m. on Friday, August 23; noon until 
11:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 24; and noon-6:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 25. 

An estimated 10,000 people are expected to attend this three-day festival, which 
features carnival rides, craft booths, live concerts, food, and lots of family-style 
fun and entertainment. (see adjacent Activity/Entertainment Schedule) There is no 
admission fee for the concerts and entertainment. Carnival ride tickets are avail-
able for purchase. Food choices include BBQ, chicken, funnel cakes, kettle corn, 
ice cream, baked goods and other festival favorites. New this year will be food 
trucks selling a wide variety of foods, which may include Italian and Mexican dish-
es. You’ll also want to come out that weekend and shop the many vendors who 
will be there, selling items like homemade jewelry, home décor, children’s novelty 
items, crafts, candles and more.

On Saturday at 8:00 a.m., festival activities kick off with the third annual Friends 
of the Wentzville Parks’ Pound the Pavement 5k and 10k race. The race will 
begin in historic, downtown Wentzville, at the corner of Pearce Boulevard and 
Linn Avenue, and medals will be awarded for the top three men’s and women’s 
overall, and for first place in eight age divisions. Anyone who is interested in 
participating in the race can find more information and signup forms online at 
www.bigriverrunning.com/racecalendar.php#pound. 

Back again will be the Saturday parade, led by the American Legion Riders. 
The parade starts at noon at the Wentzville Community Club and will terminate at 
the Wentzville American Legion Hall on Luetkenhaus Boulevard. Two additional 
favorites returning this year are the Motorcycle Show and the Car Show. Both 
will be in the historic, downtown Main Street area and are open to the public. The 
Motorcycle Show will run from 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. on Saturday. The Car Show will 
run from noon to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday.

 As an added bonus, a Civil War reenactment will coincide with this year’s 
Wabash Days Festival. The Battle of Wentzville will remember those soldiers who 
fought in Wentzville 152 years ago, during the Civil War. Reenactment soldiers 
will be camping on properties south of the tracks, and the public is encouraged 
to visit the camps to see how life was lived during this time, when brothers fought 
brothers. At the camp, soldiers will demonstrate their equipment and how it was 
used. There will also be a battle held on Saturday, at 2:00 p.m., at the Wisk property 
located west of the Community Club.

Social life during the Civil War will also be part of the reenactment activities. On 
Saturday morning, there will be a Ladies Tea held at the Green Lantern. Then that 
evening the Green Lantern will host a Victorian era ball, complete with ladies and 
gents in period costumes. The public is welcome to attend the ball that evening, 
and encouraged to take part. 

Booth space for vendors at Wabash Days is still available. Booth-space res-
ervations will remain open until August 9, unless filled prior to that date. Booth 
Registration and Activity Forms are available online in the Parks and Recreation 
section of the City’s Web site at www.wentzvillemo.org. For more information 

about booth space, call 
the Wentzville Parks and 
Recreation Department at 
(636) 327-7665.

More information about 
the activities and bands/
entertainers performing at 
Wabash Days will be posted 
on the Parks and Recreation 
section of the City’s Web site 
at www.wentzvillemo.org 
as time for the event grows 
closer. One thing is for cer-
tain, it will be three days filled with lots of fun for every member of the family. 

Wabash Days is a community effort brought to you by the following partners:
City of Wentzville • Friends of Wentzville Parks  • Wentzville Community Club

Wentzville Downtown Business Association
Western St. Charles County Chamber • Wentzville Historical Society

American Legion Riders

Wentzville Celebrates Railroad Heritage 
With Tenth Annual Wabash Days

Day Entertainment Time Location

Friday

Catfish Willie Band 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Allen Street StageScott Laytham and Karl 

Trickey Holmes (Blues) 8:00-11:00 p.m.

Saturday

Pound the Pavement for 
Parks 5k/10k run 8:00 a.m. start Historic Downtown 

Motorcycle Show 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Historic Downtown

Parade Noon

Starting at Wentzville 
Community Club and 
ending at American 
Legion Hall on 
Luetkenhaus Blvd. 

Hellen Back (Classic Rock) 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Allen Street Stage

Babaloo 3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.

Then & Now (60’s, 70, 80’s 
and more) 5:00-7:15  p.m.

U.S. Air Force Band of 
Mid-America Starlifter 
(Rock Band)

8:30-10:30 p.m.

Sunday

Freese Pond 
(Classic Rock/Country) Noon-2:30 p.m. Allen Street Stage

Car Show Noon-4:00 p.m. Historic Downtown

NeXchapter 3:00-6:00 p.m. Allen Street Stage

2013 Wabash Days Activity/Entertainment Schedule

Don’t Miss St. Charles County Fair at 
Rotary Park, July 23-July 27*

Don’t miss out on all the fun when the St. Charles County Fair returns to 
Wentzville’s beautiful Rotary Park. There will be carnival rides, a butterfly house, 
live entertainment, races, a demolition derby and a lot more.  Both daily and season 
tickets are available. For hours, events, entertainment schedules and ticket prices, 
go to the St. Charles County Fair’s Web site at www.stcharlescofair.org. 

*Information obtained from the St. Charles County Fair Web site as of May 23, 2013.

From the Board on page 7 in this edition.



First responders are the men and women who rush 
to save total strangers—often putting their own lives 
at risk to do so. They are the police officers who run 
toward danger when other people are running away 
from it. They are the firefighters who rush into a burning 
building because they believe there is someone trapped 
inside. They are the paramedics who get a call about an 
accident or medical emergency, and they immediately 
speed to the scene knowing seconds saved in getting 
there and providing assistance could mean the differ-
ence between life and death for someone. 

These special people wake each day knowing this 
could be a day when their job performance is on the line 
and someone’s life could be saved or lost. It’s a huge 
responsibility, and it’s why these people train so hard to 

make sure they are at their top performance level when the stakes are high. 

I recently had the honor of working alongside local firefighters when I took 
advantage of their invitation to go through Fire Ops 101. This day-long training 
exercise opened my eyes to how hard their job is, and how hard they train to make 
sure they are up to the challenge when they are called into action. 

I found it difficult to just navigate carrying around 80 pounds of equipment.  I 
tired out just climbing the ladder, and I consider myself in relatively good shape. By 
contrast, these firefighters rush to a scene, climb ladders while laden down with 
equipment, and then fight the fire for as long as it takes to get the situation under 
control.

That day I was also allowed to see what it is like to enter a smoke-filled building 
to search for a victim, while dressed in gear and carrying equipment. This was 
another eye-opener to me about what our firefighters do and how they work as a 
team to protect each other while at the same time rescue and protect anyone who 
might be trapped in a fire. Even with the protective gear on me, I could feel the 
heat from the fire, and I was shocked at how limited the visibility was. It’s certainly 
not like the movies where firefighters enter a building and can see across the 
whole building because the smoke conveniently stays above all the action. 

Aldermen Shryock and Hays also participated in Fire Ops 101 that day, and they 
admit they were impressed as well. Alderman Shryock said, “I would like to thank 

the fireman who took great 
care to teach me, while at the 
same time watched over my 
safety throughout the day. I also 
want to give a special thanks to 
Captain Chop Krieger and Ken 
Marquart.  I’m  from Oklahoma 
and have never thought of 
myself as a “sissy” girl; but 
that day while I was learning 
life-saving skills,  I found myself 
challenged, tested, thrilled  and 
excited, all while also receiv-
ing a great sense of accom-
plishment. I admit I had sore 
muscles for several days after 
participating in the Fire Ops 101, 
but the experience was well worth it! If anyone ever gets the opportunity to train 
with some of Wentzville’s finest, I hope that they take advantage of it. I promise 
they won’t be disappointed.”

Alderman Hays expressed similar thoughts and said, “I want to thank our 
Wentzville Fire Protection District, Firefighters Union of Eastern Missouri, and the 
St. Charles County Ambulance District for inviting me to the Fire Ops 101.  The 
training was outstanding!  They gave us a view of their world and I am so glad 
they can perform at such high levels 24 hours a day, 365 days in a year. I have 
been working with these fine agencies for a decade now in Citizen Preparedness 
and this training has topped all other training that I have received from them!  I 
suggest if offered the opportunity, everyone should line up for this wonderful expe-
rience.“ 

In closing, I want to thank the firefighters who helped me that day, and all our 
first responders for what they do and how hard they work. I also recommend any-
one who gets a chance to participate in this or a different program that provides a 
glimpse into the jobs and lives of first responders, be sure to take advantage of it. 
You’ll gain a whole new perspective on what these special people do, and develop 
a greater appreciation for how hard they train to keep the rest of us safe.

Mayor’s Comment: My Hat’s Off to First Responders

Mayor 
Nickolas Guccione

Everyone knows about fog and its effects—it’s that misty stuff that creeps in on little cat paws and blocks vis-
ibility to the point airports shut down and driving is hazardous. But do you know about FOG and how it can block 
private and public sewer systems and cause smelly and expensive sewer backups in homes?

FOG is an acronym for fats, oils and grease, and when these common household byproducts find their way 
into sewer systems, they can severely damage your home’s sewer drain lines as well as the City’s sanitary 
sewer system. Once FOG is introduced into a sewer system, it collects and eventually hardens on the inside of 
the sewer pipes, which restricts the flow of sewage and can eventually cause blockages. One of the best ways 
to prevent sewer backups and blockages is to keep FOG out of drain lines.

Below are some tips on things you can do to keep FOG buildups out of your home’s and the City’s sewer lines. 
Everyone doing their part to reduce the amount of fats, oils and grease that go down their drains at home will 
result in fewer sewer blockages and backups for everybody. 
Tips for reducing FOG buildups and sewer backups:
Don’t pour used grease or oil down the drain after frying. 
Instead, allow grease and oil to cool to a safe temperature, then scrape it into a 
container and dispose of it in the garbage can. 
Don’t use the garbage disposal to discard major food items, such as peelings, leftovers, 
etc. 
Instead, scrape food residue from dishes and pans into the garbage before placing the 
dishes into the dishwasher or sink. 
Don’t use the toilet as a wastebasket. 
Instead, place a wastebasket in the bathroom to dispose of things like plastics, razor 
blades, shop towels, diapers, etc.

Everyone’s help is needed to reduce FOG in sewer lines. By using the above practices, you can safeguard 
the sewer system and reduce the inconvenience and cost of line blockages at your home and to the City’s main 
sewer lines. Eliminating FOG in the system also helps reduce odors at the City’s lift stations, sewer manholes, 
and the wastewater treatment plant. Decreasing FOG in the City’s sewer lines also helps decrease the cost of 
solid disposal.

FOG Can Cause Sewer Backups and Blockages
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Mayor Nick Guccione taking part 
in Fire Ops 101.

W.I.N.D. Delivers Public 
Safety Alerts FAST!

When residents sign up for the Wentzville 
Important Notification Delivery (W.I.N.D.) program, 
they can have up-to-the-minute notifications of 
important and emergency announcements deliv-
ered directly to their mobile phone, e-mail address, 
their home phone, or all three. Through the 
W.I.N.D. program, public safety officials notify resi-
dents about imminent threats to health and safety, 
send alerts about severe weather, water outages, 
traffic issues and critical police activity.

Signing up for the W.I.N.D. program is free for 
residents, and the information provided will be 
used for emergency and City announcements. The 
City will not distribute residents’ telephone num-
bers or e-mail addresses to any vendor or other 
organization.

To sign up for W.I.N.D., go to the City’s Web 
site home page at www.wentzvillemo.org. From 
the home page, place your mouse cursor on the 
“I Want To” tab. When the drop-down box of 
choices appears, click on the “Sign up for the 
W.I.N.D. Program” link near the bottom of the box, 
then follow the directions from there. In addition 
to emergency notifications, residents can choose 
sign up for designated City announcements.

For more information about W.I.N.D., residents 
can call City Hall at (636) 327-5101.  
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July Calendar of  Events
     SUNDAY         MONDAY       TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY        FRIDAY         SATURDAY

** See article in this edition of Vision.  * Call City Hall at (636) 327-5101.

29

7

11
6:30 p.m.
Board of Adjustment
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

16

22

28
Adult League Reg. Deadline

1
7:00 p.m.
Park Board Meeting 
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

2
6:00 p.m.
Planning & Zoning
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

3 6

9
9:30 a.m. 
Municipal Court  
1019 Schroeder Creek Blvd.

12

17

21
12:30-2:00 p.m.
Coffee Talk With the Mayor
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

15

25
8:00 a.m.-11:30 p.m.
County Fair**
Rotary Park

8

Visit the City’s Web site: www.wentzvillemo.org

5

27
8:00 a.m.- Midnight
County Fair**
Rotary Park

9:30-10:15 a.m.
Bubble Mania
Progress Park

23
9:30 a.m.
Municipal Court
1019 Schroeder Creek Blvd.

4:00-11:00 p.m.
County Fair**
Rotary Park

30 31

24
8:00 a.m.-11:30 p.m.
County Fair**
Rotary Park
6:00 p.m.
Board of Aldermen
310 W. Pearce Blvd.
6:00 p.m.
Municipal Trials
1019 Schroeder Creek Blvd.

13
3:00-4:30 p.m.
Alderman Social
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

2014 18

26
8:00 a.m.- Midnight
County Fair**
Rotary Park

19

4
City Offices Closed for 
Independence Day**
10:00 a.m.-9:05 p.m.
Independence Day 
Activities**
10:00 a.m.
Independence Day Parade
Pearce Blvd.
Noon-7:00 p.m.
Free Swimming
Progress Park
9:05 p.m.
Fireworks Display

10
6:00 p.m.
Board of Aldermen
310 W. Pearce Blvd.



5

August Calendar of  Events
     SUNDAY         MONDAY       TUESDAY    WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY        FRIDAY         SATURDAY

** See article in this edition of Vision.  * Call City Hall at (636) 327-5101.

3026

4 8
6:30 p.m.
Board of Adjustment
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

13
9:30 a.m.
Municipal Court
1019 Schroeder Creek Blvd.

19

25
Noon -6:00 p.m.
Wabash Days**
W. Allen, Linn & Main St.

1
6:00 p.m.
Planning & Zoning
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

3
Sand Soccer Tournament
Rotary Park

6 9
7:30-9:00 p.m.
Water Cardboard Boat 
Race**
Progress Park Pool

7:00-9:00 p.m.
H.O.P.P. Nights
Progress Park Center

14
6:00 p.m.
Board of Aldermen
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

7

18
12:30-2:00 p.m.
Coffee Talk With the Mayor
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

12

22
6:00 p.m.
Storm Water Advisory 
Committee
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

5
7:00 p.m.
Park Board Meeting
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

Visit the City’s Web site: www.wentzvillemo.org

2
7:00-10:00 p.m.
Home Run Derby
Progress Park

24
Noon-11:00 p.m.
Wabash Days**
W. Allen, Linn & Main St.

20

27
9:30 a.m.
Municipal Court
1019 Schroeder Creek Blvd.

28
6:00 p.m.
Board of Aldermen
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

6:00 p.m.
Municipal Trials
1019 Schroeder Creek Blvd.

29

21

10
3:00-4:30 p.m.
Alderman Social
310 W. Pearce Blvd.

1715

23
5:00-11:00 p.m.
Wabash Days**
W. Allen, Linn & Main St.

16
8:00 p.m.
Madagascar 3
Free Movie 
Night**
Rotary Park 
Amphitheater 

11

Sept. 2
City Offices Closed for Labor Day**
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ExperienceWENTZVILLE

End-of-Summer Hours at Progress 
Park Pool Start August 14

Wentzville’s Progress Park pool will be open seven days a week, from noon 
until 7:00 p.m., through Wednesday, August 14.  After that, the pool will be open 
only on weekends and on Labor Day, Monday, September 2. The end-of-sum-
mer weekends the pool will be in operation are: August 17-18, August 24-25, 
and August 31-September 2. Operating hours during these weekends will 
remain noon-7:00 p.m.

Hey Kids, Register Now for 
the Seventh Annual Hill of  

Thrills Soapbox Race!
On Sunday, September 

8, there may not be the 
sound of engines revving 
or the smell of exhaust, 
but there will be excite-
ment in the air when 
Wentzville’s Parks and 
Recreation Department 
hosts it seventh annual 
Hill of Thrills Soapbox 
race. This popular event 
features local youth 
steering gravity-powered 

soapbox race cars and racing for the finish line as they fly down Meyer Road’s Hill 
of Thrills, located in front of Progress Park. 

This annual racing event kicks off at noon on September 8. In case of rain that 
day, the rainout date for the race will be Sunday, September 15. 

Kids interested in driving a car in the race should be between four- to five-feet 
tall, weigh between 55 and 120 pounds, and able to comfortably fit into the car. All 
cars for the race are purchased, built and detailed by local sponsors, and racers are 
randomly placed in the cars. No personal cars will be accepted. 

Registration for the race is at the Parks and Recreation office at Progress Park, 
and participants must be present at the time of registration to verify their height 
and weight. No mail-in registrations will be accepted. Kids registering by or before 
Sunday, August 25, will get an early-bird registration rate of $5 for residents and $8 
for nonresidents. Starting on Monday, August 26, the registration rate goes up to $10 
for residents and $13 for nonresidents. This popular event fills quickly and registra-
tion is limited to 200 racers, so early registration is recommended.  

Cardboard Boat Race!
You can do a lot of amazing things 

with duct tape, but do you think your 
family is up to the challenge of build-
ing a two-person boat using only duct 
tape and corrugated cardboard? If 
so, be sure to register for Wentzville’s 
Cardboard Boat Race. The race will 
be held from 7:30-9:00 p.m., on Friday, 
August 9, at the Progress Park Pool.

Two people must occupy the boat during the race, and boats must be 
human powered. (no motors) Lifejackets will be available for use and must 
be worn while racing your boat. Only cardboard and duct tape can be 
used in the construction of your boat, but be sure to go all out decorating 
it. Awards will be given for the Best Decorated and Fastest Boat. There will 
also be Sinking Ship and a Lifeguard’s Choice awards. 

Entry fee is $15 per family, and registration deadline for the race is 
August 2. Pre-registration is required and registration is limited, so be sure to 
register early. You won’t want to miss this!

Alex, Marty, Gloria and 
Melman Find Their Way to 

Wentzville for Free Movie in 
the Park Night

What has a menagerie of wacky 
animals, is full of antics and dialogue 
the whole family can laugh at, and 
is free? Give up? The answer is 
Wentzville’s Free Movie in the Park 
night, on Friday, August 16, when 
Wentzville’s Parks and Recreation 
Department brings Dreamworks’ 
Madagascar 3: Europe’s Most 
Wanted to the big outdoor screen in 
beautiful Rotary Park.

That night the whole family can 
enjoy the exploits and hilarious mis-
adventures of this misplaced menagerie as they again try to get back to their safe 
zoo enclosures in New York. The movie starts at 8:00 p.m. that evening and admis-
sion to this this PG-rated film is free for everyone.  

Be sure to bring a lawn chair or blanket for seating. And since a movie just isn’t 
a movie without something to snack on, concessions like soda, water, popcorn, 
candy, and chips will all be available for purchase at the park that evening. Also, 
make sure you arrive early enough to find a spot and get your snacks before the 
movie begins. 

Don’t miss it. It promises to be a lot of fun for everyone, and best of all, it’s free! 

Progress Park Pool Goes to the 
Dogs With Annual Pooch Plunge
Wentzville’s annual Pooch Plunge is com-

ing again to Progress Park Pool on Tuesday, 
September 3, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. Pooch 
Plunge is the time of the year when humans 
are out and furry members of the family are 
in, paddling around and socializing with all 
their canine companions. Each dog will 
receive a snack, and door prizes will be 
awarded.

All dogs must be leashed while out of the 
water. Preregistration is required and owners must show proof of vaccina-
tion at the time of registration. The cost for the Pooch Plunge is $8 for resi-
dent pooches and $10 for nonresidents. Stop by the Parks office at Progress 
Park, located at 968 Meyer Road, to register. For more information, call the 
Parks and Recreation office at (636) 332-9236. 

Registration for Pooch Plunge is limited, so don’t delay.  After all, you 
wouldn’t want to face Fido’s sad, doggie eyes when he finds out he’s missed 
the canine event of the year!
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NEW BUSINESSES  
Bounce Back Sports, 

LLC 
153 Hamilton Industrial 

Court

Hertz Local Edition
15296 Veteran’s 

Memorial Parkway

US Furniture & 
Discount Mart

1866 Wentzville 
Parkway

From the Board: A Look at Wentzville’s Sales Tax
In the last Vision newsletter we looked at the Property Tax rate in Wentzville. 

Sales tax is also something residents ask about, so we thought it would be good to 
look at what portion of the sales tax collected in Wentzville goes to the City, how 
these tax levies were put in place, and what benefits residents get from them.

Sales tax is an important revenue source for any city because it is paid not only 
by residents, but also by nonresidents. For Wentzville this means as our commer-
cial areas grow and we become a shopping destination for surrounding areas, an 
increasing amount of the revenue we use to enhance services and amenities for 
our residents is collected from nonresidents. 

Not all of the sales tax collected in Wentzville, however, goes to the City. The 
base sales tax in Wentzville is 8.45 percent. This percentage is the minimum sales 
tax collected everywhere within Wentzville City limits. Of that 8.45 percent, only 
2.5 percent is Wentzville’s portion.  Below is a breakdown of Wentzville’s sales tax 
portion.

All four of these City sales tax levies were 
passed by voter approval—one going back 
more than 40 years. Below are brief explana-
tions of each of these City sales tax catego-
ries, when they were passed, and how they 
function in the City’s budget.

The City’s Parks Sales Tax is .5 percent and was approved by the voters in 
August 2010.  Its passage allowed Wentzville to obtain bond financing for needed 
improvements to our parks facilities, which includes three new City parks currently 
under development. It also provides a stable revenue stream to maintain new City 
parks and recreation facilities.

Collection of the Parks Sales Tax began January 2011, and since then it has 
brought in over $5 million.  According to the Parks Sales Tax levy, once the bonds 
have been repaid, the Parks Sales Tax can drop to .25 percent and remain at that 
level. At this time the annual budget projection for the Parks Sales Tax is $2.8 in 
revenue, with an annual debt payment of $1.6 million. 

The City’s General Sales Tax is 1 percent. This tax levy was approved by 
Wentzville voters in 1972 and took effect January 1973. Over the past five years it 
has brought in an average of $4.5 million annually. Revenue from the General Sales 
Tax is used for general municipal purposes and operation, and isn’t earmarked or 
limited for special use. Some of the functions it helps fund are City Administration, 
Police, Public Works, and Streets, including snow removal. 

The City’s Capital Sales Tax is .5 percent.  Wentzville voters approved the 
Capital Sales Tax in November of 1994, and it became effective in April 1995. This 
tax has yielded an annual average of $2.5 million over the past five years, and 
funds a broad category of capital expenditures like City facilities, heavy equipment, 
roads, and the City’s water and sewer system. 

The City’s Transportation Tax is .5 percent and funds Wentzville transporta-
tion improvements. Voters originally approved it in 1999, with an expiration set for 
December 31, 2014. Last August, however, voters approved a 20-year extension 
of the Transportation Sales Tax. This extension affords the City the opportunity to 
issue long-term obligations with varying terms of maturity, complete current major 
roadway projects, and allows financing of other major roadway projects that fit 
with the City’s Master Thoroughfare Plan.  The extension takes effect upon the 

retirement of the current Transportation Sales Tax at the end of 2014 and has a 20-
year sunset on it. 

From 2000 through 2012, the City Transportation Tax brought in a little over $18.1 
million for transportation improvements and allowed the City to leverage those 
funds to bring in an additional $27.1 million in Grant Funding. Revenue from the 
Transportation Sales Tax covers repairs and replacements of roadway sections, 
general roadway maintenance, upgrading and expanding existing roadways, and 
construction of new roadways.

Non-City Sales Taxes 
In addition the 2.5 percent that makes up the City’s portion of the 8.45 percent 

base sales tax, other taxing entities collect another 5.95 percent. These additional 
taxes are broken out as follows: 

County General 0.50%
County Transportation 0.50%

County Operating 0.25%
County Capital 0.25%

Children & Family Services 0.125%
Metro Park 0.10%

State of Missouri 4.225%

Transportation Development District and Community Improvement District 
Sales Taxes 

In some designated areas of the City there are additional specialized sales 
taxes added that are used to help fund transportation or community improvement 
projects within that specific designated area. These designated areas are known 
as Transportation Development Districts (TDDs), and Community Improvement 
Districts (CIDs). TDDs and CIDs are economic development tools made available 
to developers by the State of Missouri. Wentzville has seven such districts at this 
time, with additional sales taxes in these areas ranging from .25 to 1 percent.  

An explanation of the creation and operation of TDDs and CIDs is involved, but 
briefly speaking they are separate, legal, governing bodies that set their special-
ized tax rates and are operated by their own board of directors. The decisions 
to add these specialized sales taxes in these areas are made by developers of 
those districts, in order to fund needed improvements that make the development 
possible.  Residents can find more details about how CIDs and TDDs are created 
and operate from the Missouri Department of Economic Development Web site at  
www.ded.mo.gov. 

Information about the City’s sales tax breakdown as well as a map showing the 
location of the TDDs and CIDs within Wentzville’s City limits is available on the 
City’s Web site at www.wentzvillemo.org. From the home page, choose Finance 
and then Tax Information from the drop-down box under the Departments tab. 
From the Tax Information page, click on the Sales Tax link in the right column. The 
link to the Tax District map is near the bottom of the Sales Tax page.

We hope this explanation helps residents understand where the sales tax they 
pay goes and how the City’s portion is used. If residents have more questions 
about this, we invite them to contact any member of the Board of Aldermen. We 
are always happy to hear from and talk with our residents.

City Parks   0.50%

City General 1.00%

City Capital 0.50%

City Transportation 0.50%

2012 Water Quality Report Available Online or By Mail
The Missouri Department of Natural Resources requires public water systems to annually post a Water Quality Report, 

also known as a Consumer Confidence Report. The information in this report provides water-system users information 
about their drinking water and the efforts made to provide safe drinking water. Because the report must include data from 
a full calendar year, the most recent Water Quality/Consumer Confidence Report available is the 2012 Report.

 A copy of Wentzville’s complete 2012 Water Quality/Consumer Confidence Report can be found online at 
www.dnr.mo.gov/env/wpp/pdwb/ccr/MO6010849.pdf. Residents can also access it directly from the City’s Web site at 
www.wentzvillemo.org. From the City’s home page, choose Public Works and then Water Division from the drop-down 
boxes under the Departments tab. From the Water Division main page, click on the Water Quality Report link under the 
Quick Links column on the right of the page. 

If residents don’t have computer and Internet access, they can request a hard copy of the Report be mailed to them. To request a copy 
of Wentzville’s 2012 Consumer Confidence Report, call the City of Wentzville Water Division at (636) 639-2062, ext. 4.
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City Offices Holiday Hours
Please note that City offices will be closed 

Thursday, July 4, and Monday, September 2, to 
enable our employees to enjoy the Independence 
Day and Labor Day holidays with their families.

The Progress Park Gym, Weight Room and Track 
will be closed on July 4, but the pool will open from 
noon to 7:00 p.m. for FREE Swimming. (see Celebrate 
Independence Day article for full details) On Labor 
Day, Monday, September 2, the Parks Office and 
Recreation Center at Progress Park will remain open 
from noon until 7:00 p.m. 

Holiday 
Trash-Pickup 

Schedule
The week of July 1, only pick-

ups scheduled on Thursday and 
Friday will be affected, in order to 
accommodate the Independence 
Day holiday on July 4. That week, Thursday pickups will be on Friday and 
Friday pickups will be on Saturday.  The Monday and Tuesday pickups will not 
be affected that week.  The following week trash pickups will go back to their 
regular schedule.

The first week in September, trash pickups will be shifted back one day to 
accommodate the Labor Day holiday on September 2. That week, Monday pick-
ups will take place on Tuesday, Tuesday pickups will be moved to Wednesday, 
and so forth, ending with Friday pickups taking place on Saturday. The follow-
ing week trash pickups go back to their regular schedule.

If residents have any questions about the holiday pickup schedule, they can 
call the Public Works office at (636) 639-2049.  Residents can also find a list of 
all the holidays that affect the pickup schedule in the Public Works/Solid Waste 
& Recycling section of the City’s Web site at www.wentzvillemo.org.

Take a Stand Against Crime 
August 6 With National Night Out

On Tuesday, August 6, residents from 
roughly 15,000 communities across the nation 
will join together to send the message to 
criminals that they are organized and fight-
ing back against crime through the annual 
National Night Out event. That night, resi-
dents are invited to turn on their porch lights, 
go outside and join with their neighbors in 
block parties, cookouts, flashlight walks, and 
other activities. By making a point to meet 
and get to know their neighbors, people can 
take a big step in combating crime. 

For information on National Night Out in Wentzville, go to the Police 
Department’s section of Wentzville’s Web site at www.wentzvillemo.org, or 
check out their Facebook page at Wentzville Missouri Police Department. 
Residents can also call the Police Department at (636) 639-2123 for information. 
For ideas on how to plan your own neighborhood National Night Out activity, go 
to the National Night Out Web site at www.natw.org/about-nno.

Independence Day Event Schedule
Make plans now to attend Wentzville’s full day of fun on July 4. 

You won’t want to miss any of it, and it’s all FREE!

July 4th 
Activity

Schedule

Time Event Location

10:00 a.m. Independence Day 
Parade

Pearce Blvd. between 
Campus Dr. and 

Luetkenhaus Blvd. 

Noon-7:00 p.m. Free Swimming at 
City Pool Progress Park

5:00-8:45 p.m. Inflatable Kids’ 
Rides Progress Park

6:00-9:00 p.m.

United States Air 
Force Band of 

Mid-America—Hot 
Brass

Progress Park

9:05 p.m. Fireworks Display Progress Park


